
Noticias y Notas 
News and notes from the Second Judicial District Court 

Shout outs   

This is the 
space where 
we sound the 
horn for out-
standing per-
formances.  

 

This week’s shout out to goes to 

the SJDC Information Tech-
nology Department. These 

folks have kept the court connect-
ed, from courtrooms holding virtu-
al hearings to teleworking staff and 
everyone in between. Normally, 
we only notice them when our 
computers crash. Let’s all say, 

Thank You, right now! 

A word from the chief 
My wife’s best friend works for Sandia Search and Rescue. Usually at this time of the year she and 

her team are gearing up for the start of a very busy season. However, since all of the nearby State 

and National Parks are also temporarily closed, there hasn’t been much need for their services 

lately—thank goodness. So, instead of spending their time searching for some poor lost soul in 

one of our many great state parks or wilderness areas, they decided to spend their available time 

putting together food boxes to hand out to those in our community who, because of the pandem-

ic, have lost their income, and, as a result, may be struggling to buy groceries. They were able to 

put together more than 3,000 boxes of food for those in need. Amazing!  

 

By now all of us should be keenly aware that the unemployment rates here in New Mexico and 

across our great country have reached levels rivaling the Great Depression. Like then, we are now 

seeing a great need here in Albuquerque and throughout New Mexico to help those who have 

been hit the hardest by this pandemic—those who are much less fortunate than we are.        

 

As part of the New Mexico judiciary we are already providing a great service to our community by 

keeping the doors of the courthouse open to meet the legal needs and challenges of many of our 

fellow citizens. However, I wondered if we might be able to do a little more. 

 

So, I would like to challenge us, on a purely voluntary basis, to donate non-perishable food items 

to those in need. If you wish to participate in this endeavor, bring your donation to the Jury As-

sembly Room of the downtown courthouse or the Children’s Court’s Clerk’s Office no later than 

noon on Friday, May 22, 2020.    

 

Thank you,  

 

Judge Stan Whitaker  

Urge to help people drove switch from TCAA to JSDP   
A desire to have direct impact on peoples’ lives 

drove Travasa Ellis to make what some consider 

an unusual job change. 

In February 2020, Ellis left her position as Trial 

Court Administrative Assistant to Fourth Judicial 

District Court Chief Judge Gerald Baca to join the 

Second Judicial District Court’s Judicial Supervi-

sion and Diversion Program as a Pretrial Services 

Officer.    

“People do ask, ‘Did you really leave a job work-

ing for a judge to work in Pretrial Services?”, Ellis 

remarked in a recent interview. “I know that 

sounds strange, but being a Pretrial Services 

Officer allows me to have direct contact with 

people, and hopefully to make a positive differ-

ence in some of their lives.” 

Read more about Travasa’s transition here.  

May 15 2020  

Have news to share? 
Send it to: 

albdsxh@nmcourt.gov 

It can be a story, a photo or a 

special announcement. We 

also welcome your personal 

stories.  

Travasa Ellis came to SJDC as Pretrial Ser-

vices Officer after being a TCAA in the 

Fourth Judicial District Court.  

https://seconddistrictcourt.nmcourts.gov/uploads/files/SJDC/NewsPDFs/ellis_profile.pdf


 

Celebrating the graduating class of 2020  
The COVID-19 pandemic caused a lot of people to miss 
out on what would have been one of the biggest mo-
ments of their lives—the chance to walk across a stage 
and accept a hard-earned diploma while family and 
friends cheer from the audience.  

We cannot recreate that experience, but we can recog-
nize the family members of SJDC employees who 
missed out on formal graduations this spring. This trib-
ute starts with Elisabeth Williams, daughter of Amanda 
Martinez, a Juvenile Justice Center Administrative As-
sistant.  

Elisabeth is graduating from Sandia High School. Her part-
time job in a grocery store made her an essential worker, 
and she has been serving the public in role throughout the public health crisis.  A talented artist and piano 
player, Elisabeth plans to study art at the University of New Mexico.  

To read about more graduates, click here.   

 

Face masks are now required attire at SJDC  
      

As of Friday,  May 15, 2020, New Mexico Judi-
ciary employees must wear face masks at all 
times in the workplace.  

The only exceptions are for those employees 
working in private offices with no visitors pre-
sent.   

Employees can wear disposable masks like the 
one shown at left, or they can purchase or 
make their own.  

If you want to make a mask, but do not know 
how know to sew, follow this link to learn how 

to make a no-sew mask with available household materials.  

 

Ease into fitness with self-directed walking program  
Need more exercise while lockdown? Bernalillo County offers a self-directed program called Walk With 
Ease that encourages residents to use walking paths and even streets in your neighborhoods as a way to 
get exercise. 

 Self-paced walks three times a week are part of the program, and you can take your dog along too! It is an 
individual program that allows participants to work on their own at their own pace to increase their physi-
cal activity. Visit the Walk with Ease website to connect with local walking paths around Albuquerque. 
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Sandia High graduate Elisabeth Williams  

https://seconddistrictcourt.nmcourts.gov/uploads/files/SJDC/NewsPDFs/2020_grads.pdf
https://sarahmaker.com/how-to-make-a-no-sew-face-mask-with-at-home-materials/
http://www.bchealthcouncil.org/Walk-with-Ease/

